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SUBJECT: THE APPOINTMENT OP LT. GEN. GUTIERREZ MET T, ADO AS DEFENSE 
MINISTER 

REF: MADRID 5084 

1 . REFTEL SUGGESTED THAT, IN TAKING OVER THE NEW 
DEPENSE MINISTRY, PIRST VICE PRESIDENT FOR DEFENSE 
MATTERS GUTIERREZ MEET .ADO HAD ASKED TO BE PASSED TO THE 
SEMI-ACTIVE "CATEGORY B" STATUS. IT NOW APPEARS THAT 
GUTIERREZ MEET .ADO IN PACT HAS REQUESTED HIS TRANSPER 

TO RESERVE STATUS. RESERVE STATUS IN SPAIN IS, POR 
GENERAL OPPICERS, POR ALL PRACICAL PURPOSES THE 
EQUIVALENT OP RETIREMENT. 

2. ASKED BY AN INTERVIEWER WHY HE HAD MADE THIS 
REQUEST TO PASS TO RESERVE STATUS, GUTTER EZ MET T ADO 
RESPONDED: QTE AS YOU CAN UNDERSTAND, DECIDTNG TO 
REQUEST TRANSFER TO RESERVE STATUS, WHTCH, AS YOU 
KNOW, IS IRREVERSIBLE, HAS MEANT POR ME A DIPFICULT 
SACRIFICE, SINCE IT RESPRESENTS NOT BEING ABLE AGAIN 
TO CARRY OUT AN ACTIVE MILITARY ASSIGNMENT. IS SPITE 
OP THIS, I HAVE PELT, AND I SO EXPALINED TO HIS MAJESTY 
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THE KING, THAT BY DOING THIS I CAN CARRY OUT WITH 
GREATER INDEPENDENCE AND EPPECTIVENESS THE HIGH 
RESPONSIBILITIES THAT HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED TO ME AND 
CAN CONTRIBUTE TO DISTINGUISH MORE CLEARLY THE POLITICO- 
ADMINISTRATIVE PUNCTION PROM THAT OP MILITARY COMMAND. 

END QTE.STABLER 
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